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75 ordered, that the Thanks of this 
uam be given io the Revere ud Dr. 
Berriman for his Sermon preach'd before 
this Court and the Liveries of the ſeveral 
Companies of this City, at the Pariſh 
Church of St. Lawrence Jewry, before 
the Eleftion of a Lord Mayor for the 
Year enſuing ; and that he be deſired i 
Prin the ſame. t 
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„ I ee 
| This alſo were an Iniquity to be puniſhed 
By) the Judge: For ] ſhould have de- 

ned the God that is ahove. 


, 


A HE patience of Fob having been 
dully tried, not only by his enduring of 


FEISS Vere expoſtulations of his frien ds: he . 


own integrity, and mentions to that purpoſe his 
| freedom from any grievous iniquities, as well ſuch 
às were cogniſable by the civil magiſtrate, as thoſe 


which were only liable to the divine vengeance. 
Of this latter ſort were thoſe mercileſs and uncha- 
_ itable diſpoſitions of mind, from which tho hu- 
man laws might be too feeble to reſtrain him, 
yet deſtruction from God was à terror to him, 
and by reaſon of his highneſs he could not en- 
dure. Of the other ſort, which fall under the 
KAlure of human laws, he mentions as well 


Job xxxi. 23. 5 ; 


—_— 19 2 


various misfortunes, but by the ſe- 


5 thoſe which more immediately concern the 
GS | je and order of ſociety (ſuch as that inſtance 
of © adultery in the ninth. verſe, concerning 
85 | which he thus expreſſeth himſelf at the eleventh; 
por this is an heinous crime, yea it is an ini. 
_—  quity to be puniſhed by the judges :) as thoſe. 
Which do properly affect the ſtate and profeſſion 
of religion, ſuch as that inſtance of idolatry in 
the verſes before the text, of which he declares. 
here in like manner, that This alſo were an ini. 
quity to be puniſhed by the judge, and aſligns 
for it the following reaſon, for I ſhould have 
denied the God that is above. 
Iux vice here diſclaimed by this ancient wri- 
ter, is deſcribed in ſuch a manner as may inti- 
mate the true origine of Pagan idolatry, with |} 
one principal 'rite or ceremony of performing 
it. Whether it had any place in the world be- 
fore the flood, may be reaſonably 8 1 
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e Maimonides (in Avoda Zara c. 1. F. 1.) has placed the origine 
of *7dolatryas high as the time of Enos, the ſon of Seth: in which 
Opinion he is followed by Selden (de Di: Syris Proteg. cap. 3.) be- 
ſides many others both of Fews and Chriſtians; But their opinion 
| being wholly founded on a ſingle text in Gen. iv. 26. which they 
underſtand to mean, that men PROFANED ) calling on the 
name of the Lord, namely by aſcribing the divine name and honour 

| to that which is not God: if this interpretation be it ſelf ground- 

_ Jeſs, then all that is built upon it, muſt fall at once. The word 
Du indeed, if derived from 00, will ſignifie Profanation: 
But then the fenſe of the place is not ſo eaſy or grammatical [ſee _ 
Heidegger Hiſt. ſacr. Patriarchar. vol. 1. Exercit. 6. f. 27. Campeg. 
 Vitringa' de Smagog. vet. lib. 1. par. 2. cap. f.] as if it be derived 
from Y to ſignifle beginning; Acording to our tranſlation, Then 
BEGAN men 10 call upon the name of the Lord, or rather 4 call 
Gy the name of the Lord, i. e. to denominate / themſelves aft his 
name, and be diſtinguiſh'd from the family of Cain, by being 
term'd the /ons of God, as his poſterity were the /ons and daughters 
of men, Gen. vi, 2. (Vitringn ut. ſupra, See allo Furitu's 7 


1 
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But ſoon after it ſeems to have riſen from a 
popular opinion, that the celeſtial orbs were in- 
habited by ſome intelligent beings, which ani- 
mated and actuated them in the like manner as 
the human ſoul does the body of man, and 
were ſo placed by God as the miniſters by 
whoſe means he would govern and direct the 
univerſe 4. To theſe therefore the people ad- 
dàteſſed themſelves as to proper mediators, to 
tranſact between them and the ſupream Deity; 
and the honours paid to em in this relation, 
they conſidered as ultimately done to God him- 


» 


thod 
bift „ of the Doctrine and worſhi of the Charch, par. „cap. 3.) Some 
ets Jars imagined on 4. other hand, that 15 was no ſuch 
thing as Autediluvian Idolatry. Idolorum enim cultum illa mundi in- 


I pott Yeu ochT's rarrt dg goin Tay R xi Rα⁸u Vr $pnoo ey 


haps it was owing, that after the flood men ran into the oppoſite 


ſome, who allow that text in Geneſis to be no ſufficient proof of 


li. 5. Jude ver, 11.) that there muſt have been ſome kind of 

| Hereſy or 1dolatry among them. See Heidegger ut ſupra exercit. 8. 
$.3- See Dean Prideaux's comedion 

O. and N. T. vol. 1. p. 139, 140. fol 
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ſelf e. From hence Fob refers to it as the me- 


 fantia ignorabat. Cuncus de rep. Hebr. lib. 3. cap. 1. "Ev of Ys =_ 
Th; re un inn. νπνννν Cyril. Alex. adv. Julian. - 
lib. 3. prope fnem. And indeed the crimes of thoſe times ſeern 
rather to have been impiety and a neglect of religion; to which per- 
erxtream of Laalatm and Superſtition. vid. Furieu ut ſupra. The 
the matter, have nevertheleſs concluded, from the manner in 


which the impiety of the Antediluvian, is deſcribed, and from 
their being ranked with falſe teachers in the new teſtament (2 Per. 


of the hiſtory of the 
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D SWUAWMN EIWOW Their error lay in this, that they 

| Juppoſed God had created the ſtars and celeſtial orbs to have the government | 

| of the world, and had placed them in that high ſtatian that they might 

 Partake of Glory, as the miniflers that ſerve before him. Maimon. 
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(e) 
thod of idalatry uſual in his time, Tf. T beheld 
the ſun (ſays he) when it ſbined, or the moon 
walking in brightneſs, and my heart hath been 


bike. Job xxxi. 26, 27. 


ſecretly enticed, or my mouth bath kiſſed my 
hand : i. c. If I have made theſe the objects 
of my truſt and confidence, or paid any religi- 
' ous worſhip and adoration to em. And there- 
fore it was that God gave his people a ſpecial 
| caution againſt this practice: Left thou lift up 
the eyes (ſays he) unto heaven, and when 
thou ſeeſt the ſun, and the moon, and the ſtars, 
even all the hoſt of heaven, thou ſboulaſt be 
driven ro worſhip them and ſerve thems, 
Tux ſame madneſs which prompted men to 
this proſtitution of divine honours, had carried 
them ſtill farther, to erect ſtatues and temples to 

| the honour of theſe imaginary deities}, and there. 
by to ſecure, in effigre at leaſt, their conſtant 
_ preſence or reſidence among them. Thus Baal 
is ſaid to have repreſented the ſuni, and A/. 
raroth the moon k: And the ſame might be ob- 
ſetved of others, tho when once the practice 
of image worſhip was introduced, the miſchief 
enlarged it ſelf much farther; and the like re- 
preſentations were made either of men deceaſed 


Po INTE INN From hence men efftemed them worthy to br 
Praiſes and honour and glory 2 to them, and that it was God's 
will they ſhould magnifie and honour thoſe whom he had magnified and 
lonoured; in like mumer as a king would have honour done to his mi- 
niert, which indeed 1s doing honour to the ling himſelf. Maimon. 
abi Me * s Deut. iv. 19. 
vid. Maimon, & Prideaux ut fupra, * Selden de Dis 
Syris Syntag. 2. cap, . Jurieus critical hiſtory par. 4. treat 3. 
cap. F. p. 69, Helden. cap, 2. Jurieu treat, 5. cap. 4 
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or of legendary heroes. In one way or the 
| other, the practice of idolatry was grown ſo ge- 
neral by the time of Abraham, that the Patriarch 
was almoſt ſingular for ſtanding out againſt it, 
ud is therefore propoſed as a memorable ex- 
ample of faith and integrity. Others as the 
Magi are ſaid to have abhorred the uſe of i images, 
but yet paid their worſhip to fire, which Was 
queſtionleſs deſigned as a ſymbol of the ſun a. 
And fo far the Zabians and they, however 
| reckoned for oppoſite leQs, may ſeem to have ; 
had the ſame original. 
AMoNG the rites of idol. worſhip , R that of [a b 
lutation was very ancient and remarkable. Of 
this we have mention in the book of Kings 3 
where God ſays to Elijah, I have left me ſeven 
thouſand in Iſrael, all the knees which have not go 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath |} 
w KISSED him"; and in the Prophet bi 
Hoſea, Let the men that ſacrifice KISS the = 
calves o. But yet there may be room to queſti- 1 
on, whether it were cuſtomary to Ei the idol | 


i ſelf? ?, ot 223 to * their own hands as the 

a 1 85 were I} 
| Se Diana connexion. vol. 1 p. 141. ® See Fase | 1 
ve ritical hiſtory, par. 4. treat. 7. cap. 2. p. 13. * 1 King: = | 
15 xix 18. o Hoſ. xiii. 2. The Hebrew Phraſe is N mat ul 
pd PP DY93y Les the ſacrifices of men kiſs the calves, which ſome e 
"A have u ood of Molach, whoſe image was form'd with the 1 
on. the head of a Calf .or Heifer, and was thought to receive the - 
19 greateſt honour from thoſe who facrificed their fons. vid Seldew 11 


Dis * Syntag 1. cap. 6. and Fariew's critical hiſtory, par. 4. 
ip. treat. 2 2. p- . But I ſhould rather r | 31 
* pilige to fave reference to Feroboam's calves: and DIR NAN 11 
1 may only fignifie the ſacrificers from among men, or in our tranſlation 73 
wy that ſacrifice. P So one would be apt to take both ' 
or & texts in Kings en} fic; © ap wile Meets oi ts 


BOS were bending their bodies towards it. Some: 
+ | times it is certain the latter practice prevailed q, 
. either for expreſſing greater reverence of the 
. = idol*, or becauſe it was placed too high and out of 
"Fs reach *, or the worſhippers were too far diſtant, or 
W | perhaps were but occaſionally paſſing by :. Of this 
Urs” there are ſundry teſtimonies in profane authors, 
== | the Greeks and Romans having manifeſtly de- 
1 rived this practice from the Eaſtern nations, a- 
o Aubeh, were admitted to kiſs the idol it ſelf R. Simem in | 
1 Fallut apud Furieu ut ſupra), And Lucretius in his firſt book de 
_ + trum natura, plainly ſpeaks of kiſſing the hand of the idol, 
1 8 Bina manus dextras oftendunt attenuari 3 
0  Sepe S ALUTANTUM Adi, preterque meantum. 
i = 2. 1 In orando dextram ad oſculum referimus, totumque corpus 
= | circumagimus. Plip. hift. lib. 28. cap. 5. And to this Demoſthenes 
* 3 alludes in encomio prope finem : Xie 75 56 pal morauyayovle; [ ix 
ma  Gudly A Terry viiAGwBa,, —@* Soperbaps we might 
_ tte that paſſage in Lucian rie Fuoia, Outer ο Bwpry; . - 
aer Th; Suing, 65, wty gorin 6 Via, warn os 6 Ton, a 
4 -Y 5 ; | — ey & 6 non, 6 0% Tc Aifetywley d,, & d Tims LAN To For, 
r Goa evo Tw ers te, And more plainly Apuleius (Metam. 
= „ 1. 132, edit. Paris 1688.) Speaking 7 the. ſpeftators of a 
: beautiful lady: Admoventes oribus ſuis dextram, primore digito in 


_ eretum pollicem reſidente, ut ipſam prorſus Deam Venerem, reli- 
yore adorationibus venerabantur. * So Fob in the verſe be- 
fore the text, ſpeaking of the heavenly bodies: F my mouth hath kiſſed 
my hand. And Lucian [Tex opyziorius vol. 1. p. 792. edit, Amftel. 
1687.] ſpeaking of the Indians worſhiping the Sun: 9s zreda, 
| Sober Ang cri, po eU Toy Mer, oux aany ual; 11% 4% 1% 
| vail. x. r. A. And. ſo poſſibly Tertullian is to be underſto: ' 
. 16. p. 16. edit. Paris. 167 5.] Plerique veſtrum, * 
fectatione aliquando & celeſtia adorandi, ad ſolis ortum labia viby 
tis. 80 Minutius Felix (in Octav. juxta initium Cœciliu, 
ſimulacro Serapidis denotato, (ut vulgus ſuperſtitioſus ſolet) manun 
ori admovens, oſculum labiis preſſit. And more plain Apuleius 
( Apolng. p. 496.) deſcribing Æmilianus neglect of religion : Nam 
ut audio, percenſentibus iis qui iſtum novere, nulli Deo ad hoc 
xvi ſupplicavit, nullum Templum frequentavit, fi fanum aliqucd 
prætereat, nefas habet adorandi gratid manum labris * 
G7 = ker Bd ra K DR | me 8 | 


mong whom its great antiquity is evident from 
this paſſage of Job, If my mouth hath kiſſed 
o 
In x frequency of the ceremony gave occaſion 
to its being ſometimes put for religious worſhip 
in general, as in that paſſage of the Pſalmiſt, 
Kiſs the ſon, leſt he be angry, i. e. pay your 


' worſhip and adoration to him. And to this 


ſome have ſuppoſed as well the Greek æνp , 
as the Latin adoratio to owe its original * From 
hence, like other acts of religion, it has been 
drawn into a mark of civil reſpect), and has 


Iuob. xxxi. 27, The Hebrew is 7 n ZUIM And my 
hand hath kiſſed my mouth: Which ſome underſtand, as it the 
mouth of the perſon worſhiping repreſented that of the idol, and 
his hand were his own ſubſtitute paying worſhip to it, ready to 
obey and execute its commands. ¶ Rainold. in lib. Apocryph. tom. 2. 
col, 1559.], Yet others chooſe to explain this by an khypallage or 
tranſpoſition of the Words agrecably to our. tranſlation, ¶ vid. 
Glaſſa Gramat. ſacra p. 742. alizs 719.) And ſo the worſhiper 
is underſtood to have communicated his k:fes to the diſtant idol by 
bis hand. wid. Beyeri notas in Selden de Dis Syris, p. 0. 


" Pſal. 2. 12. Qui adorant, ſolent deoſculari manum & capita 


ſubmittere & Hebrzt, juxta linguæ ſu proprietatem, de- 
oſculationem pro veneratione ponunt, - Hieron. Apolog. contra Rufin. 
bb. 1. cap. 77. Sicut apud orientis populos veneratio 
oſtendebatur variis flectendi corporis formis: ita apud Græcos & 
' Nonnullas gentes alias, manum ad os admovendo, quod pro priè eſt 
renn a xd [in utero fero & ſuavior] & inde zviw quod eſt ca- 
ly. Nec aliud ſignificat Latinum adorare, non ab orare, i. e. pre- 


eri factum, ſed ab eo quod manus admoveatur ori. Ita Grotius in 
Decalog, ad Exod. xx. 5. Thus jacere oſcula with Tacitus 


(Hiſt, ib, 1. cap. 36.] and adorare vulgum have the ſame meaning, 
This is mani venerari. Tacit. Annal. 16. cap. 4. & Sueton. in Clau- 
do cap. 12. SO jactat baſia tibicen. Phædr. lib. 5. fab. 7. And 
J 1 


kams ſalutavit voce MAN Ugue dm: 
Martial. Epigr, lib. 8, Epig. 65. 
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2 1 when Pharaoh ſaid td Foſeph Gen. 41, 40 


Aacra, Excurſ. 133. 


(+) 


been ſometimes uſed as a note of the utmoſt 
obeiſance and ſubjection *. | 

I Hap reaſon to perſue the matter to this: 
point, in order to repreſent the true nature 
and circumſtances of that crime, concerning 
which the author of our text has made ſuch 
declaration: This alſo were an iniquity to be 


puniſhed by the judge; for I Hou ave denied 
the God that is above. 


How oppoſite were his ſentiments (good 


ran ) to thoſe conceits, which we have ſeen 
advanced and propagated by certain noveliſts 
among our ſelves, who in defiance of that very 
conſtitution, for which they profeſs a more a. 
bundant zcal, and in flat contradiction to that 
| royal ſupremacy, „ Which they have ſolemnly 
acknowledged, do inſiſt upon it as à natural 
right, for all men to publiſh their opinions with. 
out let or moleſtation, and diſclaim all authority 


or power of the civil magiſtrate in matters pure- 


1y religious! Againſt ſo miſchievous a doctrine 
I would dire& my-preſent diſcourſe: and if I 
* be acquitted from the blame of . 


According to thh 
word ſhall all my people be ruled: The Hebrew \DY 73 D 12179 


_ Upon thy mouth Tall all my people kiſs, From hence] a folems ſaluta- 
tion came to be uſed, in token of homage, among the ceremonies 
at the coronation of the King. 1 Sam. x. 1. And the Jews accor- 
dingly make mention 1211) PW MPWI The kiſs of grandeur 
or magnificence [ vid. Carpzov. not. in Schickard. Jus Reg. cap. 1. 


theorem. 4.] And of this ſome have underſtood that paſſage in 


' Proverbs, where ſpeaking of the right and equal adminiſtration o 
juſtice, the wiſe man has this remark, Every man ſhall kiſs his bp 
thut giveth a right anſwer, Prov. xxiv. 26. See farther, upon ! 


ſubject of ſalutation, Druſii obſervat. l. 1. c. 20. Cunrad, Dicte- 
ric. Antiquit. Biblic. ad Job xxxi. 26, 27. Doughtei Analecta 


Diete; 
nalecta 


1 


to my ſuperiors as to the duty, I truſt T ſhall 
need no apology for aſſerting their right, to ex- 


ert the authority they have from, God for- the 
ſuppott and intereſt of true religion. 


To this end I would 


1. PRopost ſome arguments in proof and 


vindication of ſuch authority. 


II. AnsweR the moſt plauſible objeRtions 


| that are made againſt it. And then. 


III. Maxe ſome inferences from the whole; 


relating to the duty both of magiſtrate and 
Pons Er 5 


on FIR I Wen! would beſpeak your patience, 


whilſt I propoſe ſome arguments in vindication 


of the authority of our civil ee in mat - 
tets of religion. 


Bur here before all things, and to prevent ; 


' miſtakes, we muſt be careful to diſtinguiſh be- 


tween that power which is merely external, and 


- applies the temporal ſword for ſecuring the 


outward ſtate and profeſſion of religion: and 
that which is properly internal and ſpiritual, 


and belongs to the Church as a diſtin ſociety. . }} 


This laſt Chriſt committedt o his Apoſtles and their 
ſucceſſors: but the other is that authority which 
we contend for in the civil Magiſtrate, and 
which ought to be exerted by him for the ſup- 


dort and eſtabliſhment of true religion, This 


| doubt not to evince from theſe enſuing argi- : 
ments, Namely, 


1. From the precepts and n, of this 


Ling i in * Old Teſtament, 


rr ˙ IE 4 — 


Cm ) 


Eg 2. FxoM' the characters and predictions 
Chl which relate to civil governors under te Chriſ. 
= tiandiſpenſation. 

|; 3. FROM the univerſal cdhikne Abd opinion 
| || of Mankind in this particular. And 
= || "a 8 R OM the nature and reaſon of the thing 
ll : itſelf. | 


_- \_— (i J Fi xs 1 from the precepts and examples | 
1 of this kind in the Old Teftament. 
WIEN God was pleaſed to take upon him. 
elf the government of Iſrael, he did it in the 
quality of a king *, and reſented it as an indig- 
E nity offered him, when they asked to have an- 
it | f — king ſet over them, /ike all the nationsb. 
1 In this capacity he gave them laws, as well for 
= the cſtabliſhment of their religion, as the di- 
{Mi ' retion of their civil polity e. And Moſes, | 
FP hoſe miniſtry he uſed on this occaſion, is 
. therefore deſcribed to have been ing in Je. 
PDPDurun d. Now what ſhould be inferred ſrom 
this, but that the princes of the earth ought to 
conform themſelves to the diyine example, and 
exert their authority for the ſupport and cſtabliſh- | 
bliſhment of true religion? For tho' in this 
the caſe be different, that the queſtion con- 
cerning the truth of religion is not affected by 
the countenance or oppoſition of their laws, as 
it was by the divine; yet in this they will be 
_— found o agree, that the TO, which ſhall 


* | . vid. ROE - leaibas Hoy, lib, 1.in dert. te 1 Teo- 
BY cratia Judaicd cap. 1. 1 Sam. viii. 5, 7. Vid. 


9 Rs Spencer ut fupra, cap. . Deut. xxxiil, . 
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other wiſe appear to be true, will equally deſerve ' 
to be ſupported by the ſupream authority. 
Fox this purpoſe God himſelf provided, that 


when: the people ſhould deſire an alteration in 
the form of government; the King, who ſhould 


be over them, ſhould be obliged © to write him- 


ſelf à copy of the lau i, and to read therein all 


the days of his life, that he might learn to fear 


the Lord his God; and this not merely for his 
private edification and inſtruction, but to directe 
him in diſcharging the duties of his high ſtation, 
to keep all the words of this law (as it follows) 
and theſe ſtatutes to do them, by ſeeing namely, 
that they be punQuually obſerved in every parti. 
cular, as well in the rites and ceremonies of 
religion, as in the diſtribution of civil Juſtice. 
From whence it appears to have been a ſtated 

ceremony at the time of coronation, to deliver 
the feſtimonys or the law of Moſes into the 

| king's hand; in order to be thus tranſcribed by 


Deut. xvii. 18, 19. The Hebrew s n 
n duplum legis, which the Jews generally explain to mean, 
| two copies of tbe law, one to be written by him as a private perſon 
the other as king, one to be kept in his archives, the other to be. 
Carried about with him. Others have reſtrain'd the Phraſe to mean 
only the book of Deuteronomy, which is properly duplum legis, a 
duplicate or repetition of the law [ziz. by way of compendium 


or abridgement] ; which notion is favour'd by the LXX verſion of 


the place 79 dwriporopurey, and by the vulgar Latin deuteronamium legis. 


Yet others have underſtood it, and I conceive with better reaſon, 
to mean ſimply, as tis here render d, a tranſcript or copy of the law, 


 EToypaPoy ex dure α. vid. Carpxov. not. in Schichard. de jur. Reg. 


cap, 2. theorem: xy. s 2 King. xi. 12. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 


1, Qin y AMT NU DI TNT 1 B2omaUyn 
VM FIN The reftimony] i. e. the book of the law, as it is 
| Written, And it ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read in it all the days 
I bis life, R. Sal. Jarchi comment. in 2 Kin. xi, 12 
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/// ron, 9. 
Tux like precept for ſtudying and obſerving 
the law was given afterwards to Foſhuai, and 
it is drawn by the Pſalmiſt into a general rule, 
Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings, be inſtruct. 
ed ye judges of the earth: ſerve the Lord 
with fear, ſerve him namely with, your au- 
thority as you are kings and fudges, and in- 
ſtead of ſtudying to vex and moleſt his Church, 
let it be your carneſt care to eſtabliſh and ſup- 
J!... 
ARTE ABL to ſuch directions the pious 
kings of Judah were careful to enforce the pre- 
cepts, and prohibitions of the law with freſh ſan- 
| ions of their own, to require the regular perfor- 
mance of divine worſhip, and preſcribe new rules 
of expediency and order, where the law had left a 
latitude for doing it. So it was that David! 


(24) 


him, and made the rule and meaſure of his 


government; to which end @ covenant was. 


made not only between king and people, but 


| likewiſe between the Lord and both of them, 
that all in their reſpective ſtations, as well 
the king in quality of ſovereign, as the peo- 
ple in quality of ſubjects, ſhould be ſubſervient 
to the honour of God, and promote the intereſt 


and Solomon n methodized the courſes of the 


Prieſts and Levites concerning which Moſes 
had given no direction: And when afterwards 


the face of religion was entirely changed by 
e Kin. xi. 17, 2 Chron. xriii. 6. joſh. i. 7,8. 
Pfl. 10, 1. en i, K.,. 2 Chron. 


a 


(15) 


the abominable corruptions introduced in the 


reigns of Ahaz and Manaſſeh, with what 


zeal and earneſineſs . did Hezekiah" and Fo- 
ſah* apply themſelves to reform thoſe hor- 
'rible abuſes, not only by deſtroying all the in- 


ſtruments and occaſions of idolatry, bur likewiſe 


by uſing their authority with prieſis and people, 
to enjoin that due obſervation of religious rites, 
which was preſcribed 'em in the law of Moſes, 
to enforce moreover the injunctions of David 
and of Solomon, and add harmonious conſorts of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſick as they ſaw occa- 
fon. Need I add to this what was done of 
the like kind by A/a? and Jehoſbaphat a, who 
tte fo far from being blamed for exerting their 
authority to ſuch pious purpoſes, that tis men- 
_ tioned to their honour as a proof of their in- 
tegrity, and matter of the higheſt commenda- 
JJ. a ions ni: +7 Woes 
IAM well aware of the objection made by 
| ſome, that whatever was done of this kind by 
| the kings of Judah, they did in the capacity 
of prophets, not of kings. But they would 
do well to ſhew us, what ſpecial commiſſion 
they received diſtinct from the general duties of 
their ſtations, Of David indeed it is confeſſed 
that the inſtructions which he gave to Solomon, 
| for the building and ſervice of the temple, 
ue aſcribed to the influence and diteQion of 


21 Kin. xviii. 4. 2 Chron. xxix, xxx, & x xi. » Kin. 
ui. 2 Chron, xxxiv & xxxv. 


5 „ is. u. 1 . 
2 Chron. xiv. 3, 4 5. & ch. xv. 12 16. 2 2 Chron, 
Xyu, 6, KC, Ch, xix. 2» 4. & ch, XX. 3 21. | 


the 


— l 
r * 


EN fx the Holy Spirit * But it is no here inti- 
„ mated, that either David or Solomon had any 
7 new power conveyed to. em for that purpoſe, 
3 but only that their former power was anew 
EE || enforced, that they were ſpecially cnlightned to 
direct em in the exerciſe of it, and more ftriq- 
I y bound to exerciſe it in that manner. For a 
_— . NE, of this we may conſider, that when Ya. 
FP | vid, before ſuch extraordinary inſpiration, had 
1 deſigned to build the temple himſelf, and 
* } — to preſcribe ſome rules for the greater 
EF regularity of its miniſtrations, the piety of his 
paurpoſe was approved not only by Nathan, the 
f | prophet, but by God himſelf, notwithſtand. 
ing he was required to leave the execution of 4 
it to his ſon: For fo ſaid God unto him; 
I bereas it was in thine heart to build an 
VfATbeouſe unto my name, thou didſt well, that it was 
in thine heart, nevertheleſs thou ſhalt not build 
.* 3 the houſe but thy ſon". The authority for act. 
+ ing and the skill to act, are · clearly diſtinct | 
11 ideas; and Solomon well knew how to diſtin- 
guiſh them upon another occaſion, when he 
1 pray'd for a wiſe and underſtanding heart to 
me juage that great people", The right of judgment 
_— * had before as a king g; but the skill to judge 
was what he (till wanted, and that he received . 
afterwards by inſpiration. PLES 
1 4s for the other Kings of Indab, chere 1 
1 no ſhadow of reaſon to believe them endued 


_— e xxvili. 12, a; 2 TY Sem. vii. 2, 3. 1 Chron. | 
_—_ , .  W&, þ 18, 19. 2 Chron. r. 8, 9. 
_— RR 1 King. ili. 9. 2 Chron, i. 10. 


with 


| v Mat, xiii, 17. Luk. x. 24. 


(17) 


with the ſpirit of prophecy : And if there were 


Prophets ſometimes ſent to encline and move 


them to the like pious undertakings; yet this was 
not underſtood to convey to them any new au- 
thority; but only to excite them to a vigorous ex- 
erciſe of that with which they were already in- 
veſted; to make a right uſe and application of 
their regal power for the ſupport and ſervice of 
religion. That after this they had clear and ſtrong 
impreſſions of their duty, by the influences of 
divine Grace, may be eaſily admitted. But the 
ſenſe of duty is a thing perfectly diſtinct from the 
authority of acting: And the ſame, we hope, 
may be reaſonably preſumed of thoſe Chriſtian 
Princes, who are careful to ſearch into the will 
of God, and have the opportunity to ſee and 
hear much greater things than either Kings or 
Prophets of the former diſpenſation *: eſpecial- 


ly when it is conſider'd that the acts even of Hea- 
then Emperors, in favour of the Fewrſh Church, 
ae aſcribed to the ſame guidance and INE" of 
the holy Spirit - 


To al this may be added that the Kings of 


Judah, who did much of this kind, are ſome- 
times blamed for not doing ſtill more; for not 
uſing the authority they had, without waiting for 
anew commiſſion, to reſtrain their people from 
the prevailing, but ſchiſmatical, practice of wor- 


Tripping at other Altars, beſides that of Feruſalem : 


in which caſe this eee comes often i in as 


of Cu, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 22. Ezr. i. 1. of Darius Ezr. vi. 22. of 
artaxerxes, Ezr, Vil, 6, $7, 39, Neh. 11. and ii. 8. of al of them, 
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an exception to their character; Haas, the 
high places were not taken away; the people 


. ſacrificed and burnt I. ncenſe ſtill in the bk 


1 7. 


Tur Jewiſh Synagogues perhaps might open | 


a new field of argument, which were Places of 


worſhip very often honour'd with the divine pre- 


fence and diſcourſes of our bleſſed Savior s, al- 
though they were not mention'd in the law of 
| Moſes, but, as to the form or method obſery'd in 
them, ſeem to have been matter of human inſti- 
tution, and ſubject to the regulation of 7he high. 
er powers. But that we may not ſeem to depend 
vholly on the examples of the old Teſtament, 


nor yet on Jewiſb examples in the new, the ſame 


is to be argued, 


2. Secondly, from thoſe eharachers and predic- | 


tions which relate to civil governors under the 
_ Chriſtian diſpenſation. For to them are thoſe 
_ precepts beforemention'd given by the royal Pſal- | 
miſt, to kiſs the ſon, and ſerve the Lord with | 


fear *: to them not merely as men, but as they | 


axe inveſted with the royal dignity ; for it is in qua- 
lity of Kings, that the language of the Pſalmiſt 
© Headeoelled to them; nor could the rules which 
he preſcribes, in any other view, be more the 
matter of their care and concern, than they were 

of private men. To ſerve him then as Kings 
muſt imply their _ him 1 wich all their power 


Ay Kin, xv. 14. oof xxii, 43. 2 Kin. xii, 3. and xiv. 4. and SY: 4» 


5 35. 2 Chron. xv. 17. and xx. 


* &ve Mar. i. 39. and elſewhere frequanty.. 
I *Pfal. i i, 11, 3 | 


and 


5 


1 
and authority b. And to that purpoſe it is foretold 
elſewhere by the ſame Pſalmiſt, that all Kings 


ſhou!d fall down before him, and all nations 


ſhould do him ſervice e: which can ſcarce be un- 
derſtood of their embracing his Religion in a 


ptivate capacity, but mult in all reaſon extend to 


their receiving it into the national eſtabliſhment, 


and ſupporting it by the additional ſanctions and 


encouragement of human laws. 


Or what elſe can we explain that protection 
promiſed to the Church, when the ſons of 


ſtrangers ſhould build up her walls, and their 
Kings ſhould miniſter unto herd? And when 
| ſhe is farther deſcribed to ſuck the milk of the 
| Gentiles, and the breaſts of kings*? What elſe 
can be infer d from hence, but that the princes of 
the earth, converted to the faith of Chriſt, would 
think themſelves obliged to uſe their wealth and 
their authority for the propagation and encreaſe 
of his religion, to ſecure it from outward harms, 
and ſupply ſomething analogous to that nutrition 
or ſuſtenance of human Bodies, whereby they 


| > Quomodo-ergo Reges Domino ſerviunt in timure, niſi ea, que 


contra juſſa Domini fiunt, religioſd ſeveritate prohibendo atque 


plectendo? Aliter enim ſervit quia homo eſt, alitèr quia etiam Rex 
| eſt, Quia homo eſt, ſervit vivendo fideliter; quia vero etiam Rex 
oft, ſervit, leges juſta præcipientes & contraria prohibentes, conve- 
nienti vigore ſanciendo, ſicut ſervivit Ezechias, c. D. Auguſt. ad 
Bonifac. Milit, Epiſt. 185. Edit. Bened. alias 50. In hoc reges, ſicut 
eis divinitùs præcipitur, Deo ſerviunt in quantum reges ſunt, fi in 
ſuo regno bona jubeant, mala prohibeant, non ſolim quæ pertinent 
ad humanam ſocietatem, verum etiam quæ pertinent ad divinam 


 religionem, D. Auguſt. contra Creſconium. lib. 3. cap. p 17. 
fal. Ixxii. 11, # *16.1x.10, 21 Ver. n 


C2 gradually 


I | ( 10 
s | gradually advance from their infant ſtate, to 2 
ſtate of manhood and maturity ? 
On if all this ſhould be too little to ſatisfy our 
captious adverſaries; let them add to the account 
what the ſame Prophet has fotetold, in terms 
more clear and expreſs, concerning that protecti. 
on which the Chriftian Church ſhould receive, 
Bil upon the converſion of the civil powers: They ſhall 
i bring thy ſons (ſays he) in their arms and thy daug h. 
ers ſball be carried upon their ſhoulders : and kings 
. Hall be thy nurſing fathers, and their queens thy | 
nurſing motherss. Their ſtation qualifies them | 
- i to protect and nouriſh it, in a manner not to be 
„ expected from their ſubjects, who are not inveſted 
533 with the ſame Authority: and this is at once im- 
© 3  plicd to be their duty, and forctold to be theit 
practice; that in this ſenſe at leaſt, as it is ſaid in 
1 the Apocalyptical Hiſion of St. John, the kingdoms | 
ee this World may become the kingdoms of our | 
Lord and of his Chriſt", ſubject to his rule, and 


3 Aubſervient to his religion. 
. 4 : WY ACCORDINGLY when the Empire became 
©. Chriſtian, we may ſoon obſerve theſe predictions | 
to have been punctually verified: when the pious 
Emperors, not only were actually ſolicitous about 
the ſupport and eſtabliſhment of pure Chriſtianity, 
but acknowledged that to be the moſt important 


Inter cætera quibus ditatur Eecleſia, & urbs ſalvatoris extruitur— 
videmus Cæſares Romanos Chriſti jugo colla ſubmittere, & ædifi- 
care Eccleſias expenſis publicis, & adverſus perſecutiones gentium, 

atque inſidias Hæreticorum legum ſeita pendere. D. Hitron. comment. 
mim Eſai. Ix, 10. Juxta Septuaginta, Divitias regum comedes. 5 di- 
vitiæ ſecundum hebraicam veritatem ubera ſunt regum atque docto- 
rum, quibus naſcentium in Chriſto eruditur & uutritur infantia. 
Jam iu v. 16. IIa. xlix. 22, 22, Rev. xi. 15. f 
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( 21 ) 


of al their buſineſs, the firſt and principal part of 


their concern i. To the ſame principle we owe 
the benefit of our own happy eſtabliſhment : and 


without interruption to our lateſt poſterity! But 
theſe remarks perhaps had been more properly 
/ ( huh nt 


Mankind in this particular. ee 
Ir may by this time appear what has been 
thought in the 7euiſh and Chriſtian Church: but 


the matter, from the dictates of right reaſon, or 


aut prima ſemper, aut ſola eſt. Neque enim aliud aut belli laboribus 
ꝛgimus, aut pacis conciliis ordinamus, niſi ut verum Dei cultum or- 
bis noſtri plebs devota cuſtodiat. Imperat. Theodos. & Honor, Marcel- 


precipuam Imperatoriæ Majeſtatis curam eſſe perſpicimus religionis 
Taritanis, &c. An. 439. Nos maximam habemus ſolicitudinem cir- 
d vera Dei dogmata, & circa Sacerdotum honeſtatem. Fuſtinian, Epi- 
phanio Auth. Coll. 1 Tit. 6. Nov. 6. Omne nobis eſt ſtudium & 
vatio, ut crediti nobis a Domino Deo bene vivant, & ejus inve 


. Pheationeny; Fuſhiniar, Athens, Coli, & Tit, B, C. 


may God, of his great mercy, continue them 


3. Tarr argument propoſed in vindication 
of ſuch authority of the civil powers, which is 
drawn from the univerſal conſent and opinion of 


the aſſertion in the text is a proof of their opini- 
on, who had not the advantage of either difpen. 
ſation, but ſeem to have derived their notion of 


" 4 * 
— . 4 
* 
Z ik ———_—_—_—— „ 
7 ä # 
—_ ca  < 


the maxims of tradition, or elſe from ſome diſtin 

and ſpecial revelation. The crime which Job re- 
fers to, was manifeſtly in matter of religion. It 
lay in a wrong choice of the object of divine 


worſhip, and did not directly concern the peace 
and order of the civil fociety. It was not again 


Inter imperii noſtri maximas curas, Catholicz legis reverentia 


Ino in end. Theod.eod. 16. Tit. 1 1. I. 3. Au. 410. Inter czteras ſo- 
licitudines pa amor publicus pervigili nobis cogitatione indixit, 


indaginem. Theodoſ. & Valentin. Novel, lib 1. Tit. 3. De Fudais, Sa- 


that 


— ——— 


—— 


1 
— 


: (22) 
that atheiſm or contempt of all religion, which 
the greateſt patrons of latitude allow to be intote- 
rable; but it was that preference of one form of 
religion to another, in which they contend that 
no power upon earth ſhould interpoſe, but all 
men ſhould be left to the exerciſe of equal right, 
ſo long as they abuſe it not to prejudice the publick 
ſecurity. And yet this is the crime of which Job 
has declared, that it were an iniquity to be puniſh- 
ed by the Fudge *: who conſequently thought it 
p to be the Judges duty, as well as privilege to in- 
|| terpoſe in ſuch matters and exert the authority 
i with which he is inveſted, as well for the ſupport 
and encouragement of ſound doctrine and a pure 
Ef worſhip, as for the ſuppreſſion of all vain ſuper- 
— | = tition and. impoſture. And what was the ground 
= | which he aſlign'd for his opinion? Not any dan- 
ger of temporal inconyenience or miſhap (tho 
What without doubt may have it's weight :) but the 
5 1 diſhonour which is done to God by ſuch idolatry ; 
'' for (ſays he) I ſhould haue denied the God that is 
| above : ſo that the care of religion as ſuch, was 
min his opinion one part. of the Magiſtrates con- 
1 cern, and not merely as it might happen to affect 
the outward ſecurity and welfare of the State. 
1 Bur what need to inſiſt upon particular teſti- 
mognies, when the whole conduct of the antient 
Patriarchs might be appeal'd to on this head; 
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r The Herrw is PD h or f 2s it is at the 110 verſe, 
_ an ig 8 for, the Fudges, i. e. cogniſable by them. 0 
eee E DN 1: has the fignificatios of Fudgment, or Fudicuture 
| | RK. Sal. ben Melech in Miclal Terhi ad loc. The phraſe is no where elſe 
me ©, to be met with: but that Judgment is intended may appear 


= | from the uſe of the word , in Exod, X xi, 22. and Deut. 


whilſt 


by OD) h 


whilſt the Prieſthood it ſelf was generally cxerciſ- 


ed by him who had ſupream power, from this 


principle no doubt, that the care of religion was 
incumbent upon him, and ought to be eſteemd 


inſeparable from his office? From them it ſeems 
to have been drawn into example among heathen 


nations, whoſe Kmgs were many of them 


Prieſts m: And when afterwards the offices be- 


came ſeparate, yet in remembrance of that anti- 


| ent combination, the title of King en was for 
ſome time aſcribed to one of the prime adminiſtra- 
tors of religious rites among the Romans, even 


whilſt the republican torm of government pre- 
vailed ; as on the other hand the title of Pontafex 


Maximus which had at firſt been appropriated to 
their Kings®, and frequently annex d to offices 


4 Vid. Joh. Henr. Heidegger. Hiſt. Sacr. Patriarchar. vol. 1. erereit 
1, K. 19, & exercit. 3. $6. 


vinare regale ducebant, ut teſtis eſt noſtra civitas: inqui & Reges 


Augures, & poſtea privati eodem ſacerdotio præditi rempublicam 
rellgionum auQoritate rexerunt. Cicero de Divinar. lib. 1. cap. 40. 


Rex Aniut, Rex idem hominum Phœbiq; ſac 1 Vir. Aaeid. z. | 
lux idem, & regi Twrno gratiſſinns Aug. Ancid. go 


er ſacrorum, or Rex. ſacrificulus. See Kennet. Rom. Antiq. par. I 
{.2. c. . Rerum deinde divinarum habita cura, & quia quadam 


publica ſacra per ipſos reges factitata erant, necubi regum deſiderium 


eſſet, regem ſacrificulum creant. Id ſacerdotium Pontifici ſubjecèr | 


Ge. Livii. hiſt. Rom. lib. 2. cap.2. To this office ſome have ſup- 


poſed Vigil toallude in the paſſage laſt cited, tho' ſpeaking of times 
Er Try Now esu mar, 


much more antient. 
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(24) 


of the firſt rank in the time of their republicke, 
was afterwards rctained by the Emperors them- 


ſelves, till at laſt it was refuſed by Grattan, not 
becauſe he thought himſelf unconcern'd in mat- 


ters of religion, but becauſe he judged that title, 


taken from the heathen Prieſthood, to be un- 
worthy of a Chriſtian Emperor 4. 


Non was it, in thoſe who uſed it, a mere 


empty title: For tho many conſiderations made 
it proper, to ſeparate the civil from the ſacred 
function, as expreſs inſtitution has done in the 
Church of God; yet ſtill they thought them. 


ſelves concern'd to exert their power, in defence 


of the religion they profeſs d; and the rights 
which were ſecured by the laws of the twelve 
_ Fables, conformably to the laws and conſtitutions 
of other nations, were as well thoſe which con- 
cern d the ceremonies of religion, as thoſe. 
which related to the publick intereſt of the ſtate, 
or the property of private perſonsf gs. 
Ax y left we ſhould ſuſpect all this to be mat. 


. Ante hunc [P. Licinium Craſſum, qui && Adilitatem Curulem peti- 
turus erat] intra centum annos & viginti, nemo præter P. Come 
lium Caluſſam, Pontifex maximus creatus fuerat, qui ſella curuli 
non ſediflet. Livii hiſt. Rom. lib. 25. cap, 5.0 
ren rare To Comes Tornyayorruy patios ru ge, ErtoE- 
cure The ner, abipuirer ina NIS To Nec voulu. Zoſimus 
ubi ſupra. 


4 Tar 7 roſlipi- 


© Morem autem illum conjungendi Imperium 
cum Sacerdotio, per annos ferme bis mille quingentos toto orbe ter- 


rarum, multis in locis etiam ſeriùs uſurpatum, alibi quidem regum 
luxus, ſocordia aut - bellicz occupationes, in populo autem Dei lex 


divina, abrogavit. Grotius de imp. ſummar. poteſt. circa ſacra, cap. 1+ 


| S$ x- Tadem ferme habentur apud Heidegger. exercit. 3. $6. 


Jus triplex tabula quod ter ſanxere ave, a 
SAC RUM, rrvatum & poruli — quod uſquam eſt. 
e 8 Auſonius Edy]. 4. alias 11. 


ter 


0 4 2 7 * ” 7 — * a * . a” 12 * 5 * N y 4 N b * 7 e — 
N : 
1 J » es 4 , 9 1 0 'A y 
„ 3 * 
. . . » 5 
( * 
d 5 | * - 
2 : 
= 
= 


* 


ter of uſurpation and nnn „acting 
without their proper ſphere, and intermeddling 


in a buſineſs by no means their own; it may be 
added, that they who have written as philoſo- 
phers, and treated moſt accurately of the nature 


and ends of government, have been fo far from 


reckoning the affairs of religion to be exempted 
| from. the notice of the civil powers, that on the 
contrary they have eſteemed them to be the firſt 
and moſt important part of their concern :. But 
of this we may be able to make judgment our 


Ma when I ſhall have offered in the 


46 1 and laſt place, what! is farther 
to be argued to this purpoſe from the' nature 
and reaſon of the thing it ſelf. 


Wu N they who elpouſe 5 other Side * 
the queſtion, aſſert | ſecular ſecurity and peace to 


be the only End of civil government, to which 


all its 8 and W od be ſubſer- 5 


= R tor 3 N Tort T 607% i5u® @y cy a. oux &y — 2 
rue d v A The ift To Otley ixiguidtius i na Ferries, 


rife Politic, lib. 7. cap. 8. *Hrug oby pros xc xThols Tay 


ajald mou: The Tb Ot ge hauf; 4 a ien, Xs PT1 
epec iges. a rg N & Led ier, i; d vriggναννν xwniy Tor Oro h ε,Lẽ&D 
0 x4 bea, ern od Pad. Ariſtot. Eudem. lib. 7. cap. 15. in fine. Hu- 
jus ergo ſummæ poteſtatis ita definitæ imperium dicimus, non ad 
profana tantum, fed ad facra que extendl. Grot ius de imp. ſummar. 
ſereſtat. circa ſacra, cap. 1. f. 2. Obſervandum in foro humano de- 
Prout 
igitur objectum actionis nobile eſt & pretioſum quod violatum 
ſuit, eo gravior uoque ac deterior habetur actio. Inter iſta porro 
objecta, uti nobili tate immenſum excellit Deus O. M. ita merit 
px cæteris maxime deteſtanda habetur actio, quæ directè in ipſius - 
n . * de jur. nat. & w_ L 8. c. 3. §. 18. 


licta potiſſimum æſtimari ex corundem objecto 
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vient, they grant us more than they are aware 
for the proof and ſupport of our concluſton. 
For what can conduce more to ſuch welfare 
and ſecurity, than the care of that virtue and re- 
ligion, which is encouraged with the promiſes 
_ of the preſent life, as well as of that which is 
70 come ? that ſeeking of the Kingdom of God, 
in conſequence whereof we are freed from all 
anxious ſolicitude, and taught to depend on the 
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ion of all outward goods *? fo is the doctrine 

of the new teſtament conſonant with that of 
the ola, where almoſt every page contains a de- 
monſtration of this kind, and ſhe ws how victory 
over enemies, how the fertility of the ſoil, and 
_ every fort of wealth and proſperity among God's 

antient people, were made to depend on their re- 

ligious obſeryance of divine laws. Nor has it 

_ eſcaped. the obſervation of heathen * as well as 

_ chriſtian 7 writers, how the proſperous or ad- 
verſe condition of the ſtate, hath been uſually 


i 
, - 


1. Tim. iv. 8. I, Mat. vi. 33 * Intuemini 
enim horum deinceps annorum vel ſecundas res, vel adverſas, inve- 
niet is omnia preſperè eveniſſe ſequentibus Deos, adverſa 


ſpernentibus. Livñ hiſt. orat. M. Fur. Camill. lib. 5. enp. 5 . 


Di multa neglecti dederunt 
2 Y Cujus [ religionis ] fi cultum retinere potueris [ potuerimns | 
iter proſperitatis humanis aperimus inceptis. - Theodo/.. & Vater 


nin! 


nve-. 


| xereſt ** duties of religion. 


make men good citizens and faithful ſubjects, 


the community * : for as its precepts oreſcribe ſuck 


publick ſafety, ſo its docttines have a powerful 
efficacy to enforce thoſe precepts, and its very 


| rence with which we ſhould receive them, The 


truth, the more will theſe benefits be found re- 


bend, than from corruptions in the grand ar- 
ticles of faith, unleſs it be from downright Athe- 
| iſm and a contempt of all religion. So that if 
temporal welfare were acknowledged the chief 
end of government, yet even in this view the 
care of religion would appear to be are in Gt 
cumbent on the civil magiſtrate. i . 


© E Ker ire, ere range 45 d dt mths ce 


| Iden. cap. 2. 
0 9 Tipun, Philo, Fud. de Monarchig, lib. i. 7. 632. 


12 


ptoportioned to its neglect or regard for the in- 


IDEE D religion has a natural 8 


and thereby to promote the intereſt and good of 


a behaviour as may be moſt . conducive to the = 


ceremonies are calculated to, encreaſe that reve- 
nearer any ſyſtem of religion approaches to the 


dounding to ſociety ; and there is nothing from 
which the common- wealth has more to appre - 
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Heu primæ ſcelerum cauſe mortalibus #gis .. 
| Naturam neſcire Deum. 
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55 En 


Bur to ſay the truth, this is a wrong and 


partial repreſentation of the end of government. 
The glory of God, the creator and governor of 


all things, by whom Kings reign b, is that ulti- 


mate end to which all their acts and enterpriſes 


ſhould be conſtantly ſubſervient. They ſhould 


remember in the words of good King Fehoſa- 


phat, that they judee not for man, but for the 
Tord , to whoſe glory therefore they ought to 


have regard in judgment, and not merely to hu- 


man or temporal conſiderations. And if then 


his glory be advanced by the ſupport of ſound 


religion, and the ſubverſion of all error and 
' wickedneſs, there can be no doubt but it is their 


duty to exert the authotity, which they reccive 


from him, for ſuch purpoſes, and to account 
themſelves happy in the attainment of them 0. 


There is one and the ſame inviſible Head and 
King over the eccleſiaſtical and the civil commu- 


_ nity, whoſe viſible ſubſtitutes, in each, ſhould 
endeavour, within the proper ſphere of their | 
activity, to promote his glory in both. And 

therefore as the paſtors of the church on one. 
hand ſhould extend their views to the peacc 

and order of the civil ſociety, ſo likewiſe ſhould 
the civil powers on the other hand exert their 

authority for the eſtabliſhment and maintenance 

CD» ! 


3 Vm . 
elices eos | Reges Cbriſtiano:] dicimus, ſi ſuam poteſtatem, 


Ad Dei cultum maximè dilatandum, Majeſtati ejus famulam fici- 
ant. D. Auguſt. de civit. Dei. lib. 3. cap. 24. 


| Tin 


(629) 


Tux welfare of the people over whom they | 
preſide, is another end of government ſubordi- | 
nate to the former: but he who imagines that 1 
welfare to be only temporal, does but conſider 
things by halves, and faſtens his eyes upon the 
ſhadow of happineſs, whilſt he neglects the ſub- 


| ſtance. As all our actions in this life ſhould be 
1 conducted with a view and proſpect towards ano- 
| ther, ſo the laws of the ſtate ſhould be princi- 


_ pally calculated to ſecure and rectify us in | 
that view and proſpect, and not ſtop in the pro- |} 
viſion of fading and tranſitory goods, with the 
| negle& of ſuch as are laſting and ſubſtantial. 
The end of the ſacred and the civil authority 
is ſo far the ſame, that they are both alike diret- 
ed to the real welfare and good of the commu- 


nity e. 


. 


 "AGREEABLE to All this is St. Pauls a. 
count of the duty of the ſupream power, when 
he deſcribes him as he miniſter of God for good 
—— a revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
_ doth evil f The end of his office, we ſee, is 
the attainment of Go op, of good abſolutely |} 
as ſuch, and conſequently A LL good, whether : 
{ſpiritual or temporal, that (as the ſame Apoſtle | 
elſewhere has it) we may lead a quiet and peace. 
able life in all godlineſs and honeſty s. in godli. 
_ neſs as well as honeſty, in a regular diſcharge of 
8 oF ler oc dns xe. Bec. 7% Tory pole cui . "Ex ofup wal 
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(39) 
our duty a God, no leſs than in all ſocial 
virtues one towards another. The preſcribed me- 


thod of his government is adapted to ſo good an 
end, namely, to execute wrath upon him that 


dath. evil, to diſcourage and puniſh evil dvers 
of both one ſort and the other, as well in the 


matters which concern religion, as in thoſe which 
are of ſecular or temporal concernment, that (as 


Solomon has it in the book of Proverbs) the King 
that ſitteth in the throne of judgment may ſeat 


ter away ALL evil with his Yes b. 


1 haye now done with the arguments which 
I propoſed to urge in proof and vindication of 


this authority: My next buſineſſ will be, 


- II. SECONDLY, to 1 the moſt plauſi- 


py ble objections that are made * it. Jo be. I 
gin then with 8 


Object. I. 3 it is 8 ledgd tat Chriſt 
isthe only Head and King of his Church, and | 
that for any power upon earth to preſcribe in 
matters of religion, is to invade his right and 
e property, and exerciſe dominion over the ſer. 


8 8 


i 


* 


© vants of another maſter.” 


e $1 0 far as this objettion le. to 


: thoſe ſpiritual powers which are claim'd and ex- 
erciſed by the paſtors of the Church, I am not 
concern d with it in this place. But ſo far as it re- 
lates to the interpoſition of the ciyil ne, it 
+: > Pow x08 


may 


1 
may be eaſily removed, by obſerving that this can 
be no more inconſiſtent with the ſupream autho- 
rity of Chriſt, than their making laws as to our 
temporal concerns is with the government of Pro- 1 
vidence. For, that God goyerns the world, and ; 
diſpenſes his mercies or his judgments in every | 


event; that he has likewiſe given us a rule of ac- | 
tion, which cannot be ſuperſeded by any human 
authority; will be readily confeſſed by them who 
have taken any pains to underſtand either God or 
themſelves. And yet who would infer from either 
of theſe principles, that the care of the magiſtrate is 
needleſs, or that he uſurps on the divine preroga- 
tive, when he calculates his laws for the good of 
the ſociety, and adds the ſanction of proportion | 
able penalties? He plainly becomes in that cale * 
the miniſter of Providence, rather than encroach- = 
es or uſurps upon it. In like manner therefore 
when Chriſt is acknowledg'd to be the only law- 
giver, who has the diſpoſal of life and condem- 
nation i, and has given out a ſyſtem of religion 
which none may contradict: yet why muſt it 
from hence be argued, that the princes of the 
earth exceed their province, if they enforce his 
precepts with new ſanctions of their own, and ſo 
become the inſtruments whereby he is pleaſed to 
make good his promiſe of protecting and perpetu- 
ating his Church? Surely this application of their 
power for the enforcement of his laws, implies 
rather an acknowledgment, than any denial, of 


irbeing King of kings and Lender lords +. Again, | 


Jam. iv, i424. ey. xyii, 14. and xix. 15. 


nay EY, . or Object. 
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often ſeen) in his notions of religion, then in. 
<6 ſtead of propagating truth and ſound doctrine, 
© he will become the inſtrument of advancing 


. 
Object. 2. SECONDLY, it is objected, that 
„this uſe of the magiſtrate's authority, mug 


A 


< needs: be very hazardous and full of danger: 


te becauſe if he ſhould happen to miſtake (as it is 


A 


LY 


* error and falſhood.in the world,” 


Anſiw. Bur what is there in this objection, 


which might not be alledg d, with equal ſtrength, | 
againſt any human management or proceeding | 

_ whatſoever? Is not every parent and maſter of a 
family obliged to inſtruct his children and dome- 
ſticks in the principles of morality at leaſt, good 
neighbourhood and good manners? And yet can 
it be judged impoſſible for him to miſtake in ſuch 
matters? or ſhall the poſſibility of his miſtaking, | 
be thought to ſet aſide either his right or his duty 
in this particular? Again, ought not every preach- 
er of religion to teach the people committed to 
his charge with words of truth and ſoberneſs'? 
And yet is not he himſelf liable to be deceiv d, 
and capable of being impoſed on with the groſſ. 
ecſt fal ſhoods under the appearance and diſguiſe of 
truth? Or if it be replied that theſe are rather me- 


thods of perſuaſion, than acts of power and au- 


thority: 1 would ask once more, is not the civil 
magiſtrate, whether ſupream or ſubordinate, 
bound to adminiſterjuſtice? And are not his acts, 
in that reſpect, deem'd valid and authoritative? 


Acts xxvi. 79. 


And 


(33) 


way of reaſoning can have no firm foundation, 


which; if once admitted, muſt overthrow all hu- 
man authority, nay and (if perſued to its juſt 
conſequence) all human action too, and intro- 
duce the utmoſt confuſion i in matters ſeculat As 


well as ſacred. i 


Tan truth i is, ad men are obliged to akice 
Pome and uſe all proper methods to inform 
their judgment as to matters of religion. After 
this the conviction of their judgment will be- 
come to them a rule of action, and direct them 
in their reſpective ſtations and offices of life. II 
they be men in private ſtation, they may content 
themſelves with a perſonal diſcharge of all religi- 
ous duties: but if "hey be men of publick cha- 
rafter, they ſhould, in proportion to that authori- 
ty with which they are inveſted, be ſure to re- 


quire and countenance the obſervance of them by 


Andi is he then only infallible in civil cauſes? Or 
rather is he not liable to err in them as well as in 
eccleſiaſtical? And why ſhould that poſlibility of 
erting, which is no bar to his authority in one re- 
ſpe, be eſteem d ſo in the other? Surely that 


others, and remember that the publick ſtate of re- 
ligion is as much their care and concern, as its pri- 
vate influence is that of each man in particular; 
and they may no more neglect the uſe of their 
authority, than others may that of their reſpec- 
tive faculties, for its ſervice and ſupport. This 
indeed muſt bring them under ſtricter obligations 
do ſeriouſneſs in their inquiries; becauſe they en- 
wire not only for themselves, but likewiſe = 
the 


. the direQion of chat infltcace which they bare 
| on others. "3 | 
Mo T dn they are band to ſeuch ü into. the 
depths of every controverſy that may ariſe, with 
| relation either to faith or practice! It is enough 
that they be ſatisfied of the great articles of faith, 
and the general rules or maxims of behaviour: 
N And as for the diſcuſſion of particular queſtions 
aland ſubtilties that ſhall ariſe; that may be refer d 

| — perſons of greater opportunity and leiſure, 
[it whole integrity as well as their abilities are liable 
do no ſuſpicion. For as there is no doubt but the 
il civil magiſtrate may uphold and encourage the 

due adminiſtration of / juſtice, without being 
himſelf maſter of all thoſe caſes in point of law, 
which are the ſtudy of a particular profeſſion ; fo | 
1 it may be reaſonably allowed him to ſupport an 
Ll _ countenance the profeſſion of true religion, with- 
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"Me  Objet?: 3: Tri our, abs next plea that is 

. 4M 9 againſt this power of the magiſtrate, is, 
1 that „by this means men may be forced 6 
db < ourward profeſſions, which ſhall flatly con- 
= © rradict the png of their own: minds. Brig 


* 


1 ”  Anfto: Bur will this happen n more in | eccle- 
—_— Raſtical than civil matters? or is not the conſtraint 
the ſame, if the ſupream powers ſhould pre- 
1 i ſcribe any action in * life, for the ſafety and 
Bs” 6 | | | | ptc- 


r eee 


c 


( 


preſervation of the community, which hi 
ſubjects perceive to be inconſiſtent with the laws 
of God; and the performance of their duty to 
him? In both caſes the rule of the Apoſtle is 
alike applicable, that they ſhould obey and hearker 
unto God rather than unto men m, and adhere 
to what is right and true with al its diſadvan- 
tages, rather than cloſe in with any falſhood 
or iniquity, however eſtabliſhed by a lau. Only 


as on one hand it concerns thoſe who govern, ſo 


to temper. their ſeverities with charity, that whilſt 
their main end is ſecured, they may incline men 


to comply, rather from principle of conſcience, 


than from hypocriſy and worldly motives; fo on 
the other hand it muſt concern their ſubjects, 


to lay aſide all prejudice and partiality, that they 


may not, thro a falſe perſuaſion, reject the juſt 
commands of their ſuperiors, nor abuſe the ſa- 


cred name of conſcience as a colour for their 


contumacy. But if either ſide be defective as 


to their duty in this matter, that will not af- 
fect the queſtion of authority: 


to religious cauſes, and his ſubjects will be bound 
either to render an active obedience to his laws, 


or to ſuſtain with Rene: the Portdlties annex- 


ed to them. 


Au the Sie, vhich bave kicherro 3 
mentioned, are formed upon a ow 1 of reaſons 


Ades f iv. 19, and v. 2 
« Pal xciy. 20. at 


The magiſtrate 
will ſtill be authoriſed to extend his juriſdiction 
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ing; but upon ſuch reaſons as would have alto 
gether as much force, ' againſt any exerciſe of 


- exerciſe of it in matters of religion; and there- 
fore muſt be allowed to have no manner of 


ciples as would prove too much, is really ſuffi. 
inen | 


O!bject. 4. Four THLy, there is one won- 


_ ample in Scripture of a civil magiſtrate, who 
did actually refuſe to concern himſelf in ſome } 
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matters of religion. And who was that, but 
© Gallo t he deputy of Achaia? who, when the 
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« wicked lewdneſs, O ye Jews, reaſon would 


Rs 22 f words, and names, and of your 
9 


that the example of Gallio was fit to be propoſed 
to the imitation of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate? Who 
ever thought his character ſufficient to outweigh | 
the general conſent and practice of mankind ſup. 
ported by the reaſon of the thing it ſelf, and 


a 2 ( 36 Y 6 
human power at all, as they have againſt the 


force, becauſe that which depends on ſuch prin- 


; . 


derful objetFion yet behind, taken from an ex- 


Jews made inſurrection againſt Paul, and ac- Y 
cufed him of perſuading men to worſhip God | 
contrary to the lau, diſmiſſed them with this 
© anſwer; If it were a matter of wrong or | 


ou 


that I ſhould bear with you : But if it be a 


A 


py 


law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of | 
* ſuch matters o. SE IO ie eons 


* 


S 


Anſw. But who ever dream'd till now, 


4 Acts xviii. 12, 13, 14. 15. 25 


— — ———— — —— — — 4 


3 

. the expreſs authority of revelation) or who - 
would believe this inſtance of his conduct, to 4 
be mentioned to his commendation by St. Lute/, 

when in the next verſe we are acquainted how , 
he drove them from the judgment. ſcat v, and 
tho the greateſt outrage was committed in his 


preſence upon the chief ruler of the Jpnagogue, 9 
thoſe 


yet Gallio, it is added, cared for none of 
— 8 


Ax d yet if Gallio's pradice were allowed to 
have been juſt and reaſonable, it is plainly be- 
ſide the purpoſe of the queſtion before us. The 


. . *. 
— * LIE. Ss 


cauſe then depending was not between ſuch 
perſons as profeſſed the religion eſtabliſhed by | 
the Roman laws, which was Paganiſm, and ſuch | 


as did oppoſe it; nor did it properly affect the 
_ controverſies of that kind: (Gallio would ſcarce | 
have thought himſelf at liberty, to refuſe paſſing | 
judgment in ſuch matters!) But it was between 
Jews or Judaizers, and ſuch as were fully in- 
ſtructed by St. Paul in the doctrine of Chri- 
ſtian liberty. Among theſe it was diſputed, _ 
whether Jeſus were the promiſed Meſſias; and 
if he were, whether his coming had aboliſhed 
the Moſaick inſtitutions. And then it is no 
Wonder, if Gallio, continuing a Heathen, and 
equally deſpiſing both parties, ſhould refuſe to 
concern himſelf with ſuch queſtions, or ſet up 
| for an arbiter of thoſe diſputes, which he nei- 
ther underſtood, nor thought it worth his while 
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to examine. So that this ſingle inſtance, which 
is pick d up, from among the various hiſtories 
of all ages and of all nations, being utterly 
impertinent as to the matter in hand, muſt needs 
de altogether inſufficient to overthrow the au- 
thority of the civil powers in matters of reli. 
AA e cect eee 
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i Ir remains for me now only in the 
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5 3 118 © Were TH1RD and laſt place to make 
ſeome inferences from the ſubject I have been 

treating of, with relation to the duty both of 
[+ magiſtrate and people. Ang 
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,. 1. Fans r, if ſuch, as we have ſeen, 
be his duty and authority; of what impor- 
'' trance ſhould he think it to himſelf, and to the 
116 community over which he preſides, that he be 
rightly inſtructed in his notions of religion, and 
firſt ſatisfied in his own judgment of What is 
right and true, before he preſcribes it as a rule 
for the practice or belief of others? The er- 
ror of a ſingle perſon might perhaps be tole- 
table, if there were no danger of its ſpreading = 
to the prejudice of others: But when we con- 
ſider the great miſchiefs that muſt follow the 
error of a magiſtrate, whether by the propaga - 
tion of it among the people, or by oppreſſing 
thoſe who are too wiſe to be deluded; this ſurely 
muſt bring him under ſtricter obligations, than 
| private men, to ſeriouſneſs in his enquiries, and 
with King Solomon to apply himſelf by humble 
1 ä e „ 
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27 ( 39 ) | 
prayer to 'God, as the author and fountain of 
a god, that he would grant him a wiſe and 


ſanding heart to - the 1 com- 
mitted to his ng. 2. 50 


Tur people ache anevcabli"0 to the A 
poſtle's precept, ſhould add their interceſſionr, 
for kings, and for all that are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peareable life 
in all godlineſ and honeſty ſ. They ſhould 
be careful to join in the publick devotions of- 
fered up for them, and be always mindful 3 
the Pſalmiſts requeſt; Give the king thy 5 
ments, O God, and thy righteouſneſs 2 11 N 


4 s ſon*, After this it might be hoped, un- 
es the ſins of the people ſhould avert ſo great 

a bleſſing, that God would grant them his 

u guidance in their publick acts, that ſo 
n 


I RR? 


the expreſſion of the wiſeman) 4 di. 
vine ſentence may be in the lips of à king, 
and hig mouth may not W in Ja. 5 
nent, " Again, XG 2008 | 
* 1 WIS , 
„ Sr oNDLY, | After bock lakiraty- 
1 tion of the truth of religion, I would hope 
* to be excuſed from the blame of dictating or 


preſcribing to my ſuperiors, if I hambly beg 
leave to remind them of what has been al- 


ready prov d, their duty e. to . and Fer. of 
ply: * 8 


Le ili, 9. 5 2 Tim. f. 1, 22 
x Fal. . Prov. xvi. 10. 
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A good magiſtrate will never take it ill to 
de told, that his office is attended with duty 
| as well as dignity: And if the exact method 
wt of executing it be a matter fit to be referd to 
1171 farther. conſideration ; yet he muſt ſee at the 
114 firſt view, how it concerns him not to bear 
„te ſword in vain », but apply it to the pu. 
0  niſhment of -wickedneſs and vice, and to the 
WIT maintenance of true religion and virtue. If 
death, and the ſeverer - penalties of the law be 
not well proportioned to error in opinion, 
but would rather tend to countenance hypo- 
cCrtiſy in ſome, and confirm prejudice in others; 
if yet there is no doubt but the leſſer penalties 
WL may be diſcrectly managed, if not to perſuade 
"rh men into truth themſelves (which may be hop- - 
cdKcCdd for ina courſe of time) yet at leaſt to re. 
2178 ſtrain them from ſpreading their contagion, and | 
drawing others to their party. The civil pow- 
e.rs again have certain favours to beſtow, which, 
ſince no one has a right to claim them, may 
bdbyy them be turned into ſuch proper chanels, 
tat they ſhall water and enrich the garden of 
=}! God, encourage the faithful Chriſtian, and 
1 help the better to ſecure: him againſt tempt 
14 tion to apoſtacy. There are certain negative 
Adiſcouragements, as they are called of late; 
there are certain profits and privileges to be 
== conferd in civil community, from which they 
BEE] will very fitly be excluded, whoſe principles 
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(41) 
are oppoſite to ſound doctrine; eſpecially if the 
enjoyment of ſüch profits or privileges ſhould 
put it in theit power to propagate their evil 
notions, and thereby create much miſchief to 


I could rejoyce to believe that there were 
no occaſion; but alas ! it is too plain to be 
diſſembled, there is great occaſion, at this day, 
for ſuch interpoſition of the civil powers. 
When we obſerve how hereſy, and infidelity, 
and 2 contempt of all religion do prevail a- 
mong us; how ſome have openly denied the 
Lord that bought them *, and brought him 
down to the precarious condition of a crea - 
tute ; how others. have made the prieſthood 
their theme of ridicule, and derided as incon- 
ſiſtent with Chriſt's regal rights, that juriſdic- 
tion and authority of the viſible Church, 
which whoſoever ſhould deſpiſe is, by our 


Lord's command, to be treated as an heathen 


or 4 publicam 7; how laitly the whole Chri- 
ſtian revelation has by ſome profane wits been 
expoſed and vilified; we ſhall ſee abundant rea- 
fon to conclude, that there is need of ſecular 


power for the reſttaining of ſuch evil doers, 


whom no eccleſiaſtical penalties can terrify, 
who deſpiſe the tremendous cenſures of the 
Church, and are only to be kept in order by 


2 Pet. fü. 1. Mar, Wil. 17). 
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ef. 1 3. 8 e epd, Ty 
this duty of the magiſtrate it will be caſy to 
collect that of the people, namely, to pay an 
humble regard and deference to this exerciſe of 
Ze his mrs 


Ir: may not ho ſuppolad, wich the — 
author of the Leviathan, that the religion of 
the prince, whatever it be, ought to be em- 
braced and profeſs d by all his ſubjects. But it 
certainly concerns them to conſider with ſerious | 
and ſober minds, and then to pay a chearful 
obedience, wherever it may be done with true 
honour and a clear conſcience: always taking 
heed that they make no cauſeleſs oppoſitions, 
nor under the ſofter name of a ſcrupulous and 
tender conſcience, allow themſelves to gratify | 
2 froward and ys a went or ambi 1 
5 tious "Opt. - 56 


Bu T if aden all, bis Canton ſhould be 
ſuch as they find cannot conſiſt with the doc- 
trines of truth, or with the laws of rightcoul- 
neſs; then meekneſs and patience are thoſe 
chriſtian virtues in which they ſhould labour to 
| excel; no private hands may be allowed to te. 
dreſs publick grievances, by noiſe and faction, 
by arms and violence, but if humble remon- 
ſtrances and ſupplications ſhould avail them no- 
thing, it will then be their duty to ſubmit to 
any penalties rather than forfeit their integrity 3 


; and wait till God, who rules the hearts of 
princes, 
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princes, ſhall be pleaſed to provide for their ſe- 


curity. In the mean time, whatever miſerics 
they may endure, it ought to be their comfort, 
that great is their reward in heaven ; and as 
they follow the examples of the prophets and 
apoſtles, who ſuffered in like manner for the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, ſo their preſent 
 affliftion, which is but for a moment, will be 


the means of working for them a far more ex- 
cteding and eternal weight of glory *, thro je- 
| ſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father 
| and the holy Ghoſt be all honour, &c. 


» 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
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